Sepulveda Basin Wildlife Areas Steering Committee—Approved Minutes
November 28, 2017
The meeting, held at the Balboa Sports Center, was called to order by Chair Glenn Bailey at 6:35PM.  Quorum established with 4 of 7 members represented.  Minutes of the Sept. 2017 meeting approved without change.  No new membership requests.  Attending were voting members Glenn Bailey, Theresa Brady, Muriel Kotin, Joe Phillips and George Waddell; non-voting members Pat Bates, Ruth Doxsee and Paola Jaramillo; and non-voting alternates and guests Wesley Collins, Barb Heidemann, Anh Nguyen, Kris Ohlenkamp, Suneeta Sehgel, Phil Serpa and Dave Weeshoff. 
Announcements:  Dec 17 9AM Sierra Club walk at Basin.  SFVAS 1st Sun and 2nd Sat walks.
LAPD:  Evelyn Solano, SLO reporting.  They are working on relocating homeless from Basin.  Police somewhat less busy in parks in winter.
Vector Control Re Mosquitos and West Nile:  Kelly Middleton and Wes Collins reported their Greater LA Co Vector Control District doesn’t do rodents.  Only mosquito, midge and black fly.  Culex (active at dusk and dawn) and Aedes are the mosquitos of greatest concern.  Report dead birds at 1 877 WNV BIRD.  Corvids, finches and sparrows especially affected.  High temperatures, drought and mild winters increase occurrences of West Nile for which there is no cure, no vaccine.   Numbers of known human cases are increasing.  Chemical control is mostly larvicide added to standing water.  Using adulticide in SB and vicinity.  They’ll contact this committee before they treat in SB in the future.  Wesley Collins, operations supervisor, 818.364-9589, wcollins@glacvcd.org.  Kelly Middleton Dir of Community Affairs, 562.944-9656, kmiddleton@glacvvcd.org .  They use BTI in Haskell Creek, not in lakes.  Diptera only are affected — mosquitoes, black fly and midges.  How far in advance can they typically let neighbors/us know about upcoming treatment?  1 - 3 days only.  Their newsletter “eAlerts”:  Www.glacvcd.org .  Report mosquitoes at www.reportmosquitoes.com .
USACOE:  Suneeta Sahgal and Phil Serpa:  The Vegetative Management Plan (VMP) was posted yesterday.  Alternative 3 was selected.   It was adjusted in accordance with suggestions from this committee about mowing height, a 5 year mowing plan, and that non-native trees cut only to ground level, native trees trimmed up to 8’.  Biologists will accompany those working on the landscaped berm to be sure only non-native plants are removed.  Work will begin mid-December.  Funding will be part of annual operations and maintenance.  Separate authorization wound be required if water is provided to marsh or pothole pond, so not included in the alternative.  Pothole pond will not be disturbed.  The work will not interfere with Christmas Bird Count on Dec 16.  Usually their maintenance won’t begin until November, but can be as early as mid- September.  The sides of Haskell Creek will be managed, but not the creek (water area) itself.  Suneeta will provide the name of the herbicide they will use.  Can downed trees be removed from pothole pond?  Committee would like to see arundo removed from creek.  Will any of the DG paths the corps tore up be restored?  Trails will be looked at once rangers are on board.  They’ll convey our concern that the paths be made safe for pedestrians when they are restored for maintenance and law enforcement.  Can NGO’s do plantings in the VMP area?  Phil Serpa in Operations is the person to contact.  There will be 2 rangers assigned to a number of dam areas in the region.  Will we be notified when there are rangers and who to contact with issues of concern, by us and others?  Phil will email an email box address and website to Glenn to use.  Rangers should be early next year.  They will work on weekends and some weekdays.
There was a Meeting on homeless between Corps and LAPD, especially for south of Burbank, with a follow up meeting to plan another homeless cleanup.  Also Orange Line area.  LAFD is discussing a controlled burn near model airplane field with Carvel Bass.  Phil will let us know if he learns more.  
Phil’s email:  phillip.j.serpa@usace.army.mil.  Suneeta’s:  suneeta.sahgal@usace.army.mil.
Recreation and Parks:  Paola Jaramillo said that Plexiglas has been replaced on informational signs in the Reserve except for one sign on west side of creek.  Trimming to restore views yesterday through tomorrow.  Fencing is an ongoing conversation.  When RAP figures out what material they want to use, they should let SFVAS and the local neighborhood councils know who to talk to about funding.  Perhaps they can pool their funds to pay for new fencing.
Fighter kite string is being found, even in Bull Creek and trees near the amphitheater.  Pat Bates and others contacted LAPD, who can’t really do anything unless they see the flyers littering.  They tell the flyers to get off the lawn/cricket fields.  A MC is needed, but no political interest.  
Music Festival:  Anh Nguyen for BAI Live about a “small” music festival they are planning to hold in Woodley I.  She said it will be nothing like AngelFest.  Maybe Oct next year.  Should be presented at our Jan 2018 meeting.  
Committee Chair for 2018:  LAAS is next on the list.  Bob Munsey has missed the most recent 2 meetings.  SFVAS:  Muriel does minutes.  Then Sierra Club Valley Group (Terry).  NC reps don’t wish to serve now.   So Terrie will be the next chair.  Muriel should contact Robert Munsey to see if he has an alternate.
Reports and Updates:  SFVAS led a tour of the reserve for 90 students from UCLA.  Encino NC meeting tomorrow on homelessness.  
Meeting adjourned at 8:46PM.  Next meeting will be Jan 23, 2018.  Paola will arrange for this room to be reserved for next year.  
Consortium Meeting  followed from 8:50 – 8:55PM.  $46 for weed knives was tacitly approved last meeting.  The matching Steve H was looking into — not ready for presentation.  George will let Terrie know when a consortium meeting is needed.
Submitted by
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