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Drear Mz, Armstrong

California Mative Plant Society (CHPS) i & noo-profit statewide organization with nearly 9000 members, The Los
Angeles/Santa Monica Mountains Chapter has abowt 300 members and is one of three CNFS Chapters in Los
Angeles County. CNPS is dedicated 1o the preservation of California's native flora through science, education and
advocacy. In particular, CNPS strongly advocates for utilizing only native plants in landscape projects in the
Sepulveda Basin, the goal of which is 1o over time create a “virtual™ wildlife reserve throughowt the Basin, The City
of Los Angeles” street planting and Recreation and Parks divisions have already adopted this policy and the result
can be seen with the native trees and shrubsz planted along Woodley Avenue, Burbank Bhvd., and in the many recent
park landscaping projects, The T-acre berm around the Tillman Water Reclamation Plant is planted with native
planiz and i% a showpdece for large native landscaping projects. Partly dus to the success of this project, the MTA
agreed 1o planting 500,000 native plants along the Orange Line, with only native plants being planted within the
Sepulveda Basin,

While CHPS is pleased that California native plants are being considered for the proposed Sporis Complex, we are
disappointed that the design does not protect or urilize the site's most impomant resource, the Los Angeles River.
Mar does it serve a3 a linkage in promoting restoration of the Los Angeles River, It misses several opportunities -
both environmental and economic - by not considering a restored Los Angeles River as part of the project design,

As stated in the project description, one of the three main purposes of the project is: "to serve as a vital linkage i
promoting restoration of the Los Angeles RBiver cornider through riparian habitat provision, runoff filiration,
enhancad public assess 1o the River and protection of it's ecology " Evaluation factors to be considerad include the
protection and ulilization of important resources, conservation, wetlands, fish and wildlife values, and floodplain
values,

By remaving the concrete Los Angeles River bank and reinforcing the unarmored hanks using native vegetation -
i.e hicenginered bank stabilization’ - the project would restore native wildlife habitat, increase biodiversity,
improve water quality, decrease scour velocity, and make major improvements to the aesthetic values of a
significant reach of the L.A River within a major regional park Tt would provide the puklic with their first
opporfnity to experience the river as it once was, and ag it can be again, This has heen a difficult concept to
communicare to the general public and it would be a ghame to miss our best opportunity to build & constituency for
the Los Angeles River Revitalization efforts

For two decades our chapter of the CWPS has been invelved in the development and management of the Sepulveda
Rasin Wildlife Reserve that has resulfed in 8 world-class urban wildlife refuge. Mlesse keep the momentum going by
incorporating the Los Angeles River into the Sports Complex planning process.

Sincerely,

Steve Hartman

California Mative Plant Socicty

Loz Angreles — Sunta Monice Mountains Chapter
6117 Reseda Blvd, Suite H



